To Teach:

The Journey, in Comics

William Ayers & Ryan Alexander-Tanner

Enjoyed by Rachel Alva

OUR YOUNGEST SON,
CHESA, ARRIVED IN OUR
FAMILY WHEN HE WAS
14 MONTHS OLD.

AS HE GREW OLDER, HE BECAME DOMNCAST, | | HE WAS CLUMSY, BOTH PHYSICALLY AND
DEPRESSCD. LATER THIS DEPRESSION GAVE | | SOCIALLY, AND HE \JOULD FREGUENTLY
WAY TO EXPLOSIVE ANGER, OF TEN SELF- | |CRASH INTO PEOPLE AND EXPERIENCE
DIRECTED. GENUINE CONFUSION AT THER ANGER.
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WHEN WE SET OFF YO OUR FIRST PARENT/TEACHER MEETING, WE WERE READY TO
DEFEND CHESA AGAINST ANY CRITICISM HIS TEACHER, KEVIN SWEENEY, MIGHT
HAVE...
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Text Gem:

Unlike most of the options for
TEED 540, Ayet’s book does

not contain (m)any practical

points for making your
classroom run smoothly.
Instead, Ayers is very
philosophical and gets at the
core of what it means to love,
inspire, guide, and learn from
children.

The two pages of the book that
I am sharing here show one of
my favorite moments. Since I
know that they know their
children better than anyone and
have an enormous impact on
their child’s success, I view
parents as partners in the
educational process. This
section stood out to me
because it showed me an
attitude with which to
approach conferences with the
parents of children who
particularly challenge me.

(Continued below)



YOU BOTH KNOW CHESA

WOULD MAME ME A BETTER
TEACHER FOR HIM?

BETTER THAN | EVER Cound... B
WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME THAT R
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THAT'S 7/8¢¢. .. CHESA CAN
CARLLENENE IN CLASS...
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BUT HE CAN ALSO BE EXTREMELY

FOCUSED AND HARDWORKING WHEN

HE FINDS UO‘KK THKT INTERESTS AND
77\ ENGAGES HIM,
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THAT WAS TRUE, ALSO. KEVIN SWEENEY SMJ BEYOND THE “PROBLEM CHILD™ AND
RECOGNIZED THAT CHESA WAD A WIDE RANGE OF DIMENSIONS, SOME CHALLENGING,
OTHERS MORE HOPEFUL. KEVIN'S CALM CLARITY MADE HIM AN ALLY TO U5 AND

A GUIDE TO CHESA TOAMARDS HIS OMN FOCUS, STRENGTHS, AND SUCCESS.
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I want to be like Kevin
Sweeney and truly
recognize the gifts that
each individual student
brings. Without seeing
those, it’s impossible to
enter into a conversation
with a parent and
demonstrate that you are
really on the same side.
Parents know that their
children deserve to be
around people who
appreciate their unique

qualities.



